ACCESSION   OF   FAISAL
convened to declare Faisal as Kin?,1 Saiyid Talib had toured
the Liwds below Baghdad as far south as Rumaitha and Diwani-
ya, spending several thousand pounds on propaganda in the
name of the Naqib, but in reality with an eye to his own inter-
ests.2 More of a realist than the Xaqlb and therefore more
sceptical of the High Commissioner's assurances, he had also
encouraged the widespread belief that whether 'Iraqis wished
for a son of the Sharif or not, a Hashimi \\ ould be set on the
throne by Great Britain. Apprehension was felt in official
circles lest his next move would be to stir up active opposition
to the Mandate.
It had been planned by the High Commissioner that the
Arab Ministers should be suspended and their functions carried
on by the British Advisers during the critical period when
Faisal's candidature was in abeyance,3 The Ministers who
favoured Faisal could thus work unimpeded by their official
position, Talib Pasha would be removed from a position where
he could use official pressure on his own behalf and British
officials would be placed in the vital points of control.
The High Commissioner saw, however, that this plan would
not be a sufficient check on Saiyid Talib. The opportunity for
removing him completely from the scene was found in remarks
made by Saiyid Talib at a dinner, given in his own house, April
14th, to which he had invited the French and Persian Consuls,
Mr. Percival Landon, of the Daily Telegraph of London, other
British guests, the Amir ar-Rabica, Shaikh Salim al-Khaiyun
and Saiyid Husain al-Afhan, Secretary of the Council of State,
the whole gathering numbering thirteen. Following the dinner,
Saiyid Talib addressed Mr. Landon in Arabic, his words being
translated by a member of the party.
Saiyid Talib questioned Mr. Landon as to the measure of
1	Bell, Letters, p. 590.
2	Admin. Report, Hilla Uiwa, 1921 (Baghdad, 1922), p. 3; £>az/y Mail, March
12th, 1921.
3	Bell, op. cit., pp. 590-1. Nuri Pasha, Naji Pasha and other Sharifians had
previously suggested the plan.
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